
COMMISSIONER’S MEETING OF MAY 12, 2020 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:35 p.m. via GoToMeeting.  The announcement of 

Public Meetings was read by Mayor Rochford.  In attendance were Mayor Rochford, 

Commissioner Kasko and Commissioner Bianco Bezich, along with the Borough 

Administrator, Borough Solicitor and Borough Clerk. 

 

Commissioner Kasko made a motion to waive the read of the minutes to the April 14, 2020 

Commissioner Meeting and approve them as posted.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich 

seconded the motion.  The Commissioners voted unanimously to approve the minutes as 

posted. 

 

Once Resolution 2020-05-12-054 was introduced, which authorized the payment of bills, 

Dave Siedell, Chews Landing Road, asked about the $350 payment to Voorhees Animal 

Orphanage.  Commissioner Kasko replied that this was for a one-month period to provide 

services for any stray animals from Haddonfield.  This is a statutory requirement.  As there 

were no further questions asked the Commissioners voted unanimously to approve the 

resolution. 

 

Mayor Rochford, Commissioner Kasko and Commissioner Bianco Bezich then approved 

the following resolutions unanimously with no questions or comments: 

 

2020-05-12-055 Authorization to Grant a Totally Exempt Veteran Deduction and 

Cancellation of 2020 Taxes and Refund of 1st Quarter 2020 Taxes 

2020-05-12-056 Authorization Amend Resolution 2020-04-14-046 entitled Authorization to 

Decide Rate of Interest Charged for Non-Payment of Taxes Due May 1, 

2020 

2020-05-12-057 Authorization to Approve Taxi Cab License(s) – Premier Taxicab 

2020-05-12-058 Authorization to Approve Change Order No. 5 – 2019 Road Program 

2020-05-12-059 Authorization to Release Performance Bond – 2019 Road Program 

2020-05-12-060 Authorization to Advertise for Sealed Bids – Kings Court Electrical 

Improvements 

 

Then Resolution 2020-05-12-061 was introduced, which authorized Commissioners to sign a 

Professional Services Agreement for an Affordable Housing Developer.  Mayor Rochford 

provided a brief history, noting that we had originally gone out for Request for 

Qualifications (RFQ) in 2008, and appointed Community Investment Strategies, Inc. (CIS) at 

that time and signed a Memorandum of Understanding with them in 2012.  It was decided 

to go back out for RFQ now because it had been so long since we first did this.  

Commissioner Bianco Bezich announced that she would need to recuse herself from 

voting on this resolution and read the following statement into the minutes: 

 

“On the evening of Friday, May 8, 2020, I received information regarding 

Community Investment Strategies (CIS), and I believe it is in the public 

interest to disclose the information before the Board of Commissioners votes 

to select an affordable housing developer this evening. As you may be 

aware, the Borough advertised an RFQ for an affordable housing developer 

on or about March 3, 2020, and subsequently received responses to that 

RFQ on March 26, 2020 from only two (2) respondents: CIS and the Walters 

Group (Walters). 

 

I am a lawyer by trade, and have been a sole practitioner since 2014.  In 

mid-March I began the process of merging my firm with that of Mattleman 

Weinroth and Miller, PC. Given the realities of the COVID-19 pandemic, I 

spent only a few days in my new office before transitioning to working 



remotely from home.  As mentioned previously, I had been a sole 

practitioner for the past six (6) years, so with the exception of only a few 

new matters, all of the files I have been handling have been and continue 

to be those of my own existing clients and new clients that I have obtained 

myself through referrals.   

 

On the evening of May 8th, a colleague of mine at MWM received a call 

from a CIS executive who identified my role as Commissioner and my new 

position at MWM as creating a conflict of interest. I learned, as a result of 

that call, that CIS had retained MWM back in 2019 to assist with one or 

more of their projects in Burlington County.  As it stands, I had no knowledge 

of this relationship until this past Friday night. I had never worked on any CIS 

file(s), nor have I even had the opportunity to physically or digitally observe 

them given my remote work situation.  At no time during my discussions 

about moving my practice to MWM was CIS ever discussed.  Moreover, 

because MWM does not observe a traditional law firm partnership model, I 

have no ownership interest in nor are my earnings based upon or derived 

from work done by my colleagues for CIS.   

 

After presenting this perceived conflict to MWM, CIS effectively terminated 

their relationship with the firm on Friday, May 8, 2020. As such, my place of 

employment no longer has a relationship with CIS.  

 

Given these facts, which I have carefully evaluated and reviewed in detail 

with our Borough Solicitor, Mr. Iavicoli and I are of the opinion that there is 

no conflict of interest.  However, to cast my vote either for CIS or Walters at 

this juncture presents me, and more importantly, the Borough, with a very 

real dilemma - if I were to vote in favor of CIS, an objector may argue there 

was in fact a conflict of interest, despite the facts I've provided above.  

And, if I were to vote in favor of Walters, CIS or another objector may assert 

that I did so because CIS terminated its relationship with my current firm.  

Either way, the Borough's decision to move forward with an affordable 

housing developer stands to be negatively impacted, causing further 

delays and wasting precious taxpayer resources.  For these reasons, I am 

recusing myself from the vote to select an affordable housing developer this 

evening.” 

 

The Borough Solicitor stated that he agreed with the statement from Commissioner Bianco 

Bezich, although, he did not believe that there was a conflict.  Mayor Rochford asked the 

Solicitor if there would be any issues with Commissioner Bianco Bezich being able to work 

with CIS, to which the Solicitor replied that there would not be any issues moving forward. 

 

Mr. Siedell commented on the developer also being the builder for the project and asked 

if there was any type of “firewall” between the two functions.  The Borough Administrator 

replied that this is what the RFQ called for, which is standard for this type of service. 

 

Barry Brady, Potter Street, asked if there were any concept plans included in the RFQ 

responses.  Commissioner Kasko replied that when the interviews were held there were 

concept plans that had been included and offered to have those put up on the website.  

Mr. Brady then asked how the RFQ was marketed; how wide spread.  The Borough 

administrator stated that it was advertised in the Courier-Post.  She also noted that she had 

received questions from 2-3 other developers, who did not submit a proposal. 

 

Mayor Rochford and Commissioner Kasko voted to approve Resolution 2020-05-12-061, 

with Commissioner Bianco Bezich recusing herself as stated previously. 



 

The Mayor then opened the meeting for public comment. 

 

No general questions were asked at this time. 

 

The meeting was then opened up to the residents from Potter Street, who had been 

invited to the meeting to express their concerns regarding the affordable housing 

development.  

 

Mr. Brady started by asking what other measures had been taken to reduce the density at 

the Snowden Avenue Parking Lot project, what other sites have been chosen, and what is 

the proposed number of units at the Snowden site now.  Mayor Rochford stated that the 

maximum number of units is 25, with 3 units in other locations.  CIS will be actively looking 

into other sites.  Commissioner Kasko also noted that from the CIS proposal, and the 

Commissioners discussions with CIS, this number could be as low at 18-19 units at the site 

with the remaining 6-7 on other sites. 

 

Eileen Stilwell, Potter Street, expressed concerns about the developer for this project.  

Commissioner Kasko replied that CIS has been the developer on record for this project 

since 2008.  Additionally, we have recently gone out to RFQ to see if there were other 

developers.  CIS is very aware of the objections to the density of this project from residents.  

They are working with the Commissioners on moving some of the required 28 units to other 

sites.  He further noted that the Commissioners are sensitive to the issues raised and 

pointed out that nothing is set in stone at this time.  Ms. Stilwell questioned why the vote for 

the developer had to take place this evening.  Commissioner Kasko explained the 

deadlines with the court and the settlement agreement with Fair Share Housing Corp. 

(FSHC).  He also pointed out that there is a potential funding source through the State’s 

Division of Community Affairs (DCA), but they have already begun to accept applications 

for projects.  Mayor Rochford pointed out that the finding program is based on a first-

come, first served basis.  Ms. Stilwell stated that she had reviewed the RFQ document and 

felt that it was too vague.  The Borough hasn’t even secured the land for these other sites.  

It is an unusual way to proceed in her opinion.  Discussions were then held on the fact that 

alternative sites have not been designated as yet.  Mayor Rochford noted that although 

we have discussed specific sites, it is best to not name those sites as yet because that 

could drive the price up.  Ms. Stilwell asked how the Commissioners expected a developer 

to respond without specifics.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich replied that the Commissioners 

were clear that we did not need to go out to RFQ again, but did so in a good faith effort.  

The Commissioners heard your concerns and desire to reduce the number of units on the 

Snowden lot.  She also pointed out that the Courts and the FSHC settlement have not 

been delayed due to COVID-19. 

 

Mr. Brady then noted that the July 1st deadline from the settlement is fast approaching.  

The neighborhood group who have been involved in the process have been discussing 

the possibility of needing to consult an attorney to get an extension.  He also commented 

that due to the comments having been made during this meeting by the Commissioners 

he felt that the Commissioners would be in support of such a request.  Mayor Rochford 

and Commissioner Bianco Bezich expressed concerns about asking the Court to extend 

the deadline; that it was too soon.  The Borough Solicitor advised that they would need 

cogent reasons for an extension and that doing so now would be premature.  Mr. Brady 

suggested that the resident group may have to ask for injunctive relief then.  

Commissioner Bianco Bezich noted that the Borough and CIS are already reaching out to 

FSHC to talk about extensions.  She then talked about the funding program through DCA 

and the steps that have been taken which can be shown to the Judge and FSHC.  The 

Administrator noted that FSHC is willing to look at moving the deadline, but they want to 

see real movement.  Additionally, CIS is looking at other properties.  Having other possible 



locations that we are seriously looking at will also help in that goal.  Mr. Brady stated 

should the resident group still decide to go to court to request an extension and asked the 

Borough Commissioners to provide support for that move.  Commissioner Kasko replied 

that at such time the Commissioners will make a decision on the request. 

 

Jill Poretta, Potter Street, asked when is it too premature to ask for the Commissioner’s 

support and asked for a date as to when it would be good to ask.  The Borough Solicitor 

reiterated that there would need to be reasonable, cogent reasons to ask for an 

extension.  Ms. Poretta then asked if an application had been submitted to DCA for 

funding.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich replied that meetings will now be scheduled with 

CIS to work on the application and all that is involved.  Now that we have approved the 

resolution we will be able to move forward and will have more answers.  Ms. Poretta 

commented that this group may be asking for updates as much as two times per week.  

She then talked about even the Planning Board (PB) was strongly suggesting that the units 

for that space be well under 20 units and noted that 18-19 units would not be a win for this 

group of residents.  Even the Judge suggested 14-15 units. 

 

Ms. Stilwell noted that this is a rare opportunity for the Borough to be able to put in 

affordable housing because you have a neighborhood that is not objecting to affordable 

housing.  She went on to state she is disappointed in the outcome of this meeting, as she 

thought there would be more discussion about alternate sites.  Commissioner Bianco 

Bezich stated that she has met with several landlords and realtors to talk about these in-fill 

sites.  Unfortunately, there s a lot up in the air at this time, but she is committed to 

continuing to look at these other locations. 

 

As there were no further questions or comments from the residents on this topic, Mayor 

Rochford asked if there were any other topics residents wished to discuss.  There were no 

further comments made. 

 

Commissioner Kasko asked everyone to stay safe and healthy, and to continue to follow 

the guidelines so that we could re-open safely.  He appreciates everyone patience during 

these times. 

 

Mayor Rochford asked that everyone still wear masks when they go out and to practice 

social distancing.  These requirements must continue if we are to be able to get through 

this.  He finished by saying that the borough will continue to work on our affordable 

housing. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

  

Deanna Bennett 

Borough Clerk 


